
Jesus Prayed for Himself 

 
John 17:1-8 

 
 
 
 
 



• Many scholars who have sought to harmonize the accounts in the 
four gospels have the Lord Jesus praying the prayer of John 17 in the 
Upper Room after He had finished His instruction to the disciples. 

• Whether He prayed it in the Upper Room or enroute to the garden, 
this much is sure: it is the greatest prayer ever prayed on earth and 
the greatest prayer recorded anywhere in Scripture. 

• No matter what events occurred later that evening, this prayer 
makes it clear that Jesus was and is the Overcomer. 

• The progression of thought in this prayer is not difficult to discover. 
• Why did Jesus pray this prayer? 
• This passage begins the High Priestly Prayer of Jesus (v. 1-8). 

 
1. Jesus’ time had come (v. 1). 
• Note that Jesus made only two requests for Himself (v. 1, 5). 

 
2. Request 1: glorify your Son – that He may glorify the Father (v. 1-4). 
• Note three things about Jesus’ request to be glorified. 
A. How is Jesus glorified (John 5:24-27)? 
B. The reason Jesus was exalted to be the Sovereign Majesty of the 

universe is onefold, and it is the most wonderful news in all the 
universe (John 3:35-36; 10:28). 

C. The reason Jesus was now ready to be glorified is simply stated: He 
had completed the work God had given Him to do. 

D. Eternal life: life, real life (v. 2-3) (John 3:14-15; e:36; 5:24; 6:40; 
11:25-28; 12:25; Rom. 5:21; Gal. 6:8; 2 Tim. 1:10; 1 John 3:14; 5:11-
12). 

 
3. Request 2: restore your Son to His former glory – to His preexistent 

exaltation (v. 5-8). 
• Jesus lived in a preexistent, eternal state and glory with God (John 

8:58; 16:28; Heb. 1:3, 8). 
• Jesus set His glory aside when He came to earth as Man (Phil. 2:7; 2 

Cor. 8:9). 
• Jesus knew that He would return to the Father and be restored to his 

Former glory (John 7:33; 14:28; 17:11; Rom. 14:9; Phil. 2:8-11). 



• There are two reasons why Jesus asked to be restored to His former 
glory. 

A. Jesus had revealed God’s name. 
• Jesus revealed God (the full revelation of God) to the people whom 

God had given Him. 
• It was God who gave Jesus the believers who were to be shown and 

taught all about Himself (John 6:44-45; 10:29). 
• The first believers belonged to God (Rom. 8:29). 
• These men kept God’s Word (John 14:23; 15:10). 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 


