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• Three “invitations” stand out in John’s gospel: “Come and see” (John 
21:12); “Come and drink” (John 7:37); “Come and dine” (John 21:12). 

• Peter and his Lord have already met privately, and no doubt taken 
care of Peter’s sins (Luke 24:34; 1 Cor. 15:5). 

• This is a critical passage for the church and its ministers. 
 
1. After the meal was finished, Jesus and the disciples were sitting 

around talking and sharing (v. 15). 
• These are the reasons for what Jesus now did. 
• It attracted everyone’s attention, stressing that what was to follow 

was important. 
• It reminded Peter where he had come from. 
 
2. Do you love me more than these (v. 15)? 
• Question one asked Peter who he loved the most, the Lord Himself 

or “these.” 
• Question two asked Peter if he loved with God’s love. 
• Question three probed the genuineness and loyalty of Peter’s love. 
• Jesus was preparing His disciples for a new kind of love. 
• Agape love is the highest level of love possible; it is the love of God. 
• Peter and the disciples did not yet understand this. 
 
3. Do you love me with God’s love (v. 16)? 
A. Scripture identifies the lambs and sheep as the flock of God that is, 

as the church of God. 
• Note: in this verse (Acts 20:28) the charge is to guard oneself as well 

as the flock of God. 
B. The flock of God is made up of both lambs and sheep (v. 16-17). 
C. The ministry to the flock or church is twofold (1 Pet. 2:2-3; 2 Tim. 

2:15; 1 Pet. 5:2-3). 
 
4. Do you love me as a loyal brother (v. 17)? 
• Phileo love is the love of tender affection, of warm and deep feelings 

within the heart. 
• Agape love is the love of the mind, of the reason, and of the will. 



• Agape love: sacrificial giving, free acceptance, cherished attachment, 
unselfish devotion, personal commitment, and genuine concern. 

• Agape love was so new and so unusual that it can be said that after 
Christ a new word for love had to be created. 

• Agape love means at least eight things. 
A. Agape love is not only a love of emotions. 
B. Agape love is God’s love – His very nature. 
C. Agape love is a seed that can be planted in the heart only by Christ. 
D. Agape is the great love that God holds of His own dear Son. 
E. Agape love was perfectly expressed when God gave up His own Son 

to die for man. 
F. Agape love is the love which holds believers together. 
G. Agape love is the love which believers are to have for all men. 
H. Agape love is proven by obedience to Christ. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


