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Shall Not Steal 

 
Exodus 20:15 

 
 
 

 
 



• Review – The Study of the Ten Commandments 
• The Ten Commandments were never given as a way of salvation. 

 
1. Commandment 1 – “Thou (You) shall have no other gods before Me” 
• God’s character demands loyalty. 

 
2. Commandment 2 – “Thou shall not make unto you any graven 

image.” 
• Never make nor worship false gods. 

 
3. Commandment 3 – “Thou shall not take the name of the Lord thy 

God in vain.” 
• Never misuse God’s name; never use profanity. 

 
4. Commandment 4 – “Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy.” 
• The Sabbath was made for man, it was for man’s good! 

 
5. Commandment 5 – “Honor Thou Father and Thou Mother.” 
• There are two great promises that attached to this commandment. 

 
6. Commandment 6 – “Thou shall not kill (murder).” 
• This commandment forbids willful murder, the unauthorized or 

unlawful taking of life. 
 

7. Commandment 7 – “Thou shall not commit adultery” 
• Adultery covers any form of unfaithfulness. 

 

Commandment 8 – “Thou shall not steal”  
Exodus 20:15 

 
• This commandment prohibits stealing money or anything belonging 

to another (2 Cor. 8:21). 
• This commandment concerns our own and our neighbor’s wealth, 

estate, and goods. 



• The positive side of this commandment is making sure that all you 
possess is gained through proper means. 

• The crime that is probably most often committed within our 
community and nation is stealing. 

• Stealing shows a disrespect for property and for human life. 
 

1. Who is to obey this commandment? How long was this 
commandment to be in force? 

• This commandment is directed to you and to every person who will 
ever live. 

A. Stealing means to take and keep something that belongs to another 
person. 

B. Note that stealing is a heart problem: the cause, the source of 
stealing, is found in the human heart. 

C. God’s purposes for commanding people not to steal can be simply 
stated: it is to protect a person’s property and his right to own 
property, to preserve peace among neighbors and within society 
(Eph. 4:28; 2 Th. 2:10-12). 

D. How is this commandment broken or violated? By a person stealing. 
• All acts of stealing are wrong, but there is one form of stealing that is 

most serious and damning, that of robbing God. 
 

2. What is the decision demanded by this commandment? 
A. Scripture is very forceful in telling us what not to do. 
B. Scripture is also forceful in telling us exactly what to do. 

 
 

 
 
 

 


