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John 17:9-19 

 
 
 
 
 



• Jesus prayed for His disciples, and what He prayed for was striking 
and full of meaning for believers of every generation. 

 
1. Jesus prayed for His disciples (v. 9-11). 
• It was not because He and the Father do not love the world. 
• It was not because the world did not need prayer. 
• There are four reasons why Jesus was praying only for His disciples. 
A. Jesus’ disciples had been given to Him by His Father trusted into His 

hands. 
B. Jesus’ disciples belonged to both Him and the Father (v. 10) (John 

10:29; Rom. 8:29). 
C. Jesus’ disciples glorified Jesus; their lives brought glory to Him (v. 10) 

(2 Th. 1:12; 1 Pet. 2:9). 
D. Jesus was leaving the world and returning to heaven and the Father 

(v. 11) (Matt. 28:19-20; John 20:21). 
• Jesus – Deity (John 17:10): “all I have is yours, and all you have is 

mine” – a phenomenal claim (John 10:37-38; 14:10; 17:11, 11). 
 
2. Request 1:  that God would keep them and keep them together as 

one (v. 11-12).  
A. The disciples were in an extremely divisive world. 
• Unity – believers are in an extremely divisive world, a world full of: 

prejudice, competition, lust, selfishness, pride, hate, and war. 
• Believers are to be one in nature. 

i. Have been “born again” (1 Pet. 1:23; 1 John 5:1) 
ii. Have been made into a “new creation” (Gal. 6:15; Eph. 4:24; Col. 

3:10; 2 Cor. 5:17). 
iii. Have become partakers of the “divine nature” (2 Pt. 1:4). 

• Believers are to be one in character. 
i. To be godly and holy, denying the works of the flesh and living pure 

lives (Titus 2:12-13 1 Pet. 1:15-16; 2 Pet. 1:5-7; 2:9; Gal. 5:19-21. 
ii. To bear fruit of the Spirit (Ga. 5:22-23). 
• Believers are to be one in purpose (2 Cor. 5:20; John 20:21; Matt. 

20:28). 



• Security – Assurance: (17:11-12) – The keeping power of God does 
not mean that God delivers believers from all the trails of this world 
(John 6:39; 10:27-29; Rom. 8:35; Phil. 1:6; 2 Th. 3:3; 2 Tim. 1:12). 

 
3. Request 2: that they might have His joy in all its fullness (v. 13). 
A. Joy is divine (Jn. 15:11; Acts 13:52; Rom. 14:17; Gal. 5:22; 1 Th. 1:6). 
B. Joy does not depend on circumstances or happiness (Ps. 5:11;      2 

Cor. 6:10); 7:4). 
C. Joy springs from faith (Rom. 15:13; Ph. 1:25; 2 Tim. 1:4; Mt. 2:10). 
D. Joy of future reward makes and keeps one faithful (Mt. 25:21, 23; 

Acts 20:24; Heb. 12:2). 
 
4. Request 3: that God would keep them from the evil one or Satan (v. 

14-16). 
• The world and Satan stand against the love of God. 
• The world and Satan stand against the holiness and justice of God. 
• The world and Satan stand against Jesus. 
• There are three primary reasons why God needed to protect the 

disciples from the world and the devil. 
A. The world and the devil hated the disciples of Jesus. 
B. The disciples were needed in the world (Eph. 6:10-11; 1 Pet. 5:8). 
C. The disciples were now of the same nature as Jesus (Rom. 12:1-2). 
 
5. Request 4:  that God would sanctify them (v. 17-19). 
• The word “sanctify” means to be set apart, to be separated (17:17). 
• The disciples needed to be set apart to God through His truth for two 

reasons. 
A. They were sent into the world just as Jesus had been sent into the 

world (John. 20:21; Matt. 20:28; 28:19-20; Mark 16:15; Acts 1:8;   2 
Cor. 5:19-20; 1Pet. 3:15). 

B. Sanctification is the way of salvation chosen to reach the world. 
• Believers are sanctified through the truth, that is, through God’s 

Word. 
 
 


