
Commandment 3 – “Thou 
Shall Not Take the Name of 
the Lord Thy God in Vain” 

 
Exodus 20:7 

 
 

 
 



• Commandment 1 – “Thou (You) shall have no other gods before Me” 
• God’s character demands loyalty. 

 
• Commandment 2 – “Thou shall not make unto you any graven image 

– Exodus 20:4-6 
• Never make nor worship false gods. 

 

Commandment 3 – Thou shall not take the name of 
the Lord thy God in vain – Exodus 20:7 

 
• This commandment teaches us that the name of the Lord should not 

be misused, for His name and His character are inseparable.  
• Your name stands for your character and reputation, what you are 

and what you do (John 17:6, 26). 
• Taking God’s name “in vain” included making a false promise by it 

(Matt. 5:33-37), pronouncing it insincerely or thoughtlessly, or 
cursing and blaspheming. 

• In this commandment, God does not want His name defamed or 
abused, but valued and honored.  

• Commandment three concerns God’s name – never misuse God’s 
name; never use profanity or vulgarity.  

• Man’s language has always included gutter talk, but today, gutter 
talk – profanity – seems to be running rampant. 

 
1. Who is to obey this commandment (v. 7)? You. 
• This commandment is directed to you. 
 
2. How long was this commandment to be in force (v. 7)?  Forever. 
• No person of any generation or period of history – as long as God 

lives, as long as God exists, from everlasting to everlasting – is to 
misuse or take God’s name in vain. 

 
 



3. What is forbidden by this commandment? “You shall never misuse, 
never take the name of the Lord God in vain.” 

• The Hebrew word “vain” means empty, meaningless, thoughtless, 
senseless, frivolous, worthless, groundless.  

• How does a person misuse the Lord’s name? 
A. A person misuses God’s name or takes God’s name in vain by 

profanity and vulgarity. 
B. A person misuses God’s name by false swearing (Matt. 5:33-37). 
C. A person misuses God’s name by using His name in some irreverent 

way. 
D. A person misuses God’s name by hypocrisy. 

 
4. Why did God give this commandment?  
A. First, you must not use vulgarity because the Lord is your God (v. 2, 

7). 
B. Second, you must not use vulgarity because the Lord holds you 

accountable. 
 

5. What is the decision required by this commandment? Obedience! 
A. Note that the commandment can be stated positively: Honor God’s 

name – always. 
B. Note also that the commandment can be stated negatively: you shall 

not misuse God’s name, shall not take His name in vain.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 


