
Commandment 9 – Thou 
Shall Not Bear False Witness 

 
Exodus 20:16 

 
 
 

 
 



• Review – The Study of the Ten Commandments 
• The Ten Commandments were never given as a way of salvation. 
• The first four deals with our relationship with God, and the last six 

deals with our relationship with each other. 
 

1. Commandment 1 – “Thou (You) shall have no other gods before Me” 
• God’s character demands loyalty. 

 
2. Commandment 2 – “Thou shall not make unto you any graven 

image.” 
• Never make nor worship false gods. 

 
3. Commandment 3 – “Thou shall not take the name of the Lord thy 

God in vain.” 
• Never misuse God’s name; never use profanity. 

 
4. Commandment 4 – “Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy.” 
• The Sabbath was made for man, it was for man’s good! 

 
5. Commandment 5 – “Honor Thou Father and Thou Mother.” 
• There are two great promises that attached to this commandment. 

 
6. Commandment 6 – “Thou shall not kill (murder).” 
• This commandment forbids willful murder, the unauthorized or 

unlawful taking of life. 
 

7. Commandment 7 – “Thou shall not commit adultery” 
• Adultery covers any form of unfaithfulness. 

 
8. Commandment 8 – “Thou shall not steal” 
• This commandment prohibits stealing money or anything belonging 

to another (2 Cor. 8:21). 
 
 
 



Commandment 9 – “Thou shall not bear false witness 
against your neighbor – never lie” 

 
• The ninth commandment calls one to be trustworthy and truthful 

(Prov. 14:5; Col. 3:9). 
• Lie – an untrue statement made with the intent to deceive. 
• This commandment deals with speaking the truth (Ex. 23:1; Prov. 

10:18; 12:17; 19:9; 24:28). 
• Bearing false testimony against another person is an intentional 

attempt to hurt someone through falsehood. 
• Lying – bearing false testimony against people – is common to all of 

us. 
• Scripture declares: “All men are liars” (Psalm 116:11). 
• Lying – bearing false witness – threatens the very foundation of 

society. 
• This is the great concern of the ninth commandment, the concern for 

truth, that we build our lives upon truth. 
 
1. Who is to obey this Commandment? Everyone 
• This commandment is needed today as much as it was needed by the 

ancient world. 
 
2. What is forbidden by this commandment? “You shall not lie.” 
A. This commandment is broken by lying, by telling any untruth of any 

kind. 
B. There are several forms or kinds of lies, and they must be diligently 

guarded against. 
• There is slander: thinking something bad about a person and sharing 

it. 
• There is rumor or gossip or tale-bearing; spreading little or big tales. 
• There are suggestive hints or insinuations. 

 
 
 


