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• Now our Lord focuses our attention on the future. 
• His disciples had often exhibited a spirit of selfishness, competition, 

and disunity. 
• Jesus prayed for future believers, for all those who would believe in 

Him from that moment to the end of the world. 
• What He prayed is very precious to believers, but it is also an 

indictment against believers of every generation. 
• Note this verse gives the three essentials for men to become 

believers. 
A. There is the messenger of God, the disciple of Christ, the person who 

proclaims the Word so that men can believe in the name of Jesus 
(Rom. 10:14; 2 Cor. 5:20-21). 

B. There is God’s Word (John 17:6; 17:4; 17:17). 
C. There is belief (John 5:24; 6:63; 8:51). 
 
2. Request 1: that believers may be one (v. 21-22). 
A. The standard for unity is the oneness between Jesus and His Father. 
B. The purpose for unity is that the world may believe that the Father 

sent Jesus. 
• Another approach to what Jesus is saying is this: believers must be 

one; be unified, of one spirit and mind in proclaiming the message of 
the gospel. 

C. The source of unity is God’s glory, the very glory which Jesus Himself 
possessed. 

• Glory – unity: this is a significant verse dealing with the glory of the 
believer (v. 22) (2 Th. 2:14; Rom. 12:5; 1 Cor. 10:17; Gal. 3:28; Eph. 
4:13). 

 
3. Request 2: that believers may be perfected in unity (v. 23). 
• The concern of Jesus is that we be perfected in one. 
• Perfect – the idea of perfection is perfection of purpose. 
(1) Saving perfection (Heb. 10:14). 
(2) Progressive or maturing perfection (Ph. 3:13-15; 2 Cor. 7:1; Gal. 3:3). 
(3) Redemptive or resurrected perfection (Ph. 3:11-12). 
 



• The Lord’s point is that the mature believer will do good and show 
kindness to all men. 

A. The believer’s source of unity is the Indwelling Presence of Christ 
within his life (2 Pt. 1:4; John 14:20, 23; 17:23; Gal. 2:20; Eph 3:17; 
Col. 1:27; 1 John 3:24; Rev. 3:20). 

B. The purpose for a perfected unity is that the world may know that 
God sent Jesus into the world to save it. 

• There is a world of difference between a unity of witness and unity 
of love. 

(1) What the world needs more than anything else is love, a great 
demonstration of love from a massive multitude of people (1Cor. 
13:4-7). 

(2) The loved needed among believers is a different love from the so-
called love of the world (1John 3:16; John 13:34-35; Rom. 5:8). 

 
4. Request 3: that believers may be with Him in glory (v. 24) (John 14:2-

3; 2Cor. 5:1-2; Col. 1:5; Rev. 7:9; Rev. 22:14).  
 
5. Conclusion: a testimony (v. 25-26). 
A. There is the testimony of the world (Rom. 10:3; Eph. 4:18; Jer. 5:4; 

Micah 4:12). 
B. There is the testimony of Jesus (Matt. 11:27; John 7:29; 10:15; 

17:25). 
C. There is the testimony of the faithfulness of Jesus (John 14:6; John 

2:16; Rom. 5:8; 1 John 3:23). 
 
 
 
 
 


