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• Jesus has a very special relationship with believers. 
• Jesus had spoken about peace (John 14:27; now He mentions love 

and joy (John 15:9-11). 
 

1. Christ has loved believers (v. 9). 
A. There are three significant reasons why the Father loves Christ. 
• Christ is His Son, His only Son (Eph. 1:6-7; Col. 1:13). 
• God loves Christ with an obedient love (John. 14:31; 5:10; Heb. 10:7). 
• God loves Christ with a supreme love (John 10:17-18; 14:31). 
B. Christ said that He loves believers with the same kind of love that 

God has for Him. 
• Christ loves us with a natural love. 
• Christ loves us with an obedient love. 

 
2. Christ has one great charge for believers – to continue or remain in 

His love (v. 9-10). 
A. “Continuing,” “abiding,” or “remaining” is conditional. 
• Jesus said that it is up to the believer to continue in His love. 
B. Abiding or remaining in the love of Christ has a standard, a supreme 

example: it is Christ Himself. 
 

3. Christ has one great purpose for believers – the completion of their 
joy (v. 11). 

A. The Joy of Christ: “My joy” (Heb. 12:2). 
B. The joy of believers is the joy of Christ Himself reigning within their 

hearts (Rom. 5:2; 1 Pet. 1:18). 
C. The joy of believers is fulfilled as believers study His word, the 

promises and commandments, which He made (John 17:13; 1 Pet. 
2:2-3). 

 
4. Joy: an inner gladness; a deep-seated pleasure. 
A. Joy is divine (Acts 13:52; Rom. 14:17). 
B. Joy does not depend on circumstances or happiness. (Psalm 5:11; 2 

Cor. 6:10). 
C. Joy springs from faith (rom. 15:13; Ph. 1:25; 2Tim. 1:4). 



D. Joy of future reward makes and keeps one faithful (Matt. 25:21, 23; 
Acts 20:24). 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


