
The Great Charter of the Church – 
Jesus Appears to the Disciples 

 
John 20:19-23 

 
 
 
 



• The news that Jesus was alive began to spread among His followers, 
at first with hesitation, but then with enthusiasm. 

• Our Lord rested in the tomb on the Sabbath and arose from the dead 
on the first day of the week. 

• God gave the Sabbath to Israel as a special “sign” that they belonged 
to Him. 

• There were at least five resurrection appearances of our Lord on the 
first day of the week. 

• The Sabbath was over when Jesus arose from the dead (Mark 16:1). 
• This was the first appearance of Jesus to His disciples as a group after 

His resurrection. 
 
1. The disciples were hiding in fear of the Jews (v. 19). 
• Note that it was Sunday, the very day that Jesus had arisen, and it 

was nighttime. 
• Jesus’ resurrection – reports: the reports would be about the empty 

tomb and strips of linen discovered by Peter and John. 
• Remember: the doors were locked. 
 
2. Subject 1: the risen Lord – His presence was very real (v. 19-20). 
A. He used the simple day-to-day greeting that was common among the 

Jews, “Peace be with you” (Eph. 2:13-14; John 14:27; 16:33). 
B. He showed them His wounds. 
C. The effect upon the disciples was unbelievable joy, and amazement 

(Luke 24:41). 
• In Him was life – His words were literally true. 
• Here He was standing before them, revealing the most glorious truth 

in all the universe. 
D. The disciples finally understood that Jesus had meant exactly what 

He was saying (v. 20). 
• Jesus constantly shared His death and resurrection. 
 
3. Subject 2: The Great Commission (v. 21). 
A. There is one great qualification for being commissioned:  receiving, 

possessing, and knowing the peace of Christ. 



B. There is the great link between the mission of Christ and the disciple. 
• What is the mission (John 3:17; 10:10; 12:47; 18:37)? 
• The disciple is sent forth to proclaim and bear witness to the 

salvation of God. 
C. The great words “sent” and “send” are different. 
 
4. Subject 3: The Holy Spirit (v. 22-23). 
A. There was the enduement or giving of the Spirit (Acts 1:5, 2:4). 
(1) During the last discourse that Jesus had with His disciples before His 

trial and crucifixion, He promised them that they would receive the 
Holy Spirit as the One who would regenerate them. 

(2) That John 20:22 refers to regeneration can be inferred from the 
phrase, “He breathed on them.” 

(3) The words “receive ye the Holy Ghost” establishes that the Holy 
Spirit, at the historical moment, entered and began to dwell in the 
disciples. 

(4) Prior to this time, the disciples were technically true believers and 
followers of Jesus and were saved according to the old covenant 
provisions. 

(5) This passage is crucial in understanding the Holy Spirit’s ministry to 
the people of God. 

(6) These two separate and distinct works of the Holy Spirit in the lives 
of Jesus’ disciples are normative for all Christians. 

B. There was the authority (v. 23). 
• There is only one Mediator between God and man, the Man Christ 

Jesus (1 Tim. 2:5-6). 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


